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To the. Right Honourable oY 
Sir FOHN SHORTER, Knight, 
Lord Mayor 
| OF THE LD 
-- CITY ff LOMKaESS 


My LORD, 


. T Hen your Lordſhip defired me to Preach be- 
fore you, the improvement of it to the great- 
et uſefulneſs 'was my concern. 7 this 


| end it was needful to fix on Subjefts ſuitable 
to an A*ditory ſo promiſcuous ; none occurred to me ſo cons 
ducive t© my purpoſe as this , which led me to deal with all 
men in things m:/t important to their Eternal Condition ; 
and yet to mind your Lordſhip and Brethren of ſomewhat re- 
ferring to your preſent Office. | 

The ſecond Subjett I Preached on,was purſuant to this,viz, 
The Dedication of our Lives to Ghrift and hig Intereſts, 

from Phil, 1.21. | ; 
. After I had Preached the Second time, I was ſurpriſed 
with a Requeſt of your Lordſhips and ſome of the Aldermen 

Publiſh both theſe Diſcourſes ; but there wanted not many 
Reaſons, which PFevented any deſign of Compliance with that 
defire, tho enforced by your undeſerved reſpetts to one ſo much 

"a SIrauger. 

But finding ſome few days paſt, that after all. my care to 
obviate any ſuch ſurmiſes 3 ſome paſſages in that Second Ser- 
mon are miſrepreſented, as irritating of the Church of =o 

d 


» 
: 
| 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
"land : 7 am inclined to Publiſh very ſoon that Second Dife 


courſe, .if I may prevent or remove any ſuch offences, which 
Ko are now at . leaſt more fatal than any Imprudent Propagators 
thereof do apprehend. 
Being thus diſpoſed to publiſh the laſt, I am obedient to 
- your Lordſhips repeated -intreaties in ſending out the Firſt 
Sermon in its order. _ | 
Tho two days being all the time Thad to prepare either of 
theſe Diſcourſes, and abſence from my Library limiting me 
to the uſe of no Book beſides the Bible, are my jufF Apology - 
for ſome defeits in them ; yet I muft ſay, that T have delj- 
wered nothing but what I believe tobe the Will of God ; and 
had my helps or abilities been more confiderable, I would 
not debaſe matters of ſo great concernment, by vain Sallies 
of Wit;, nor deaden their common nſe by laborious Periods, or 
a lighter Stile. The Inſtitutions of God have their proper 
decency, and are bef# managed by a tendency to Spiritual 
' Ends, and general Edification, : 
_ The ſubſtance of the Account of the nature of the Kingdom 
of God,] give in Scripture-words, tho chiefly for greater Cox- 
wvittion ; yet alſo that none may arraign it as Cant, without 
ridiculing the Divine Oracles, which ſurely muft -command 
dread in all who efteem themſelves by a Chriftian Name. 
I believe,Tour Lordſhip in calling us Nonconformiſts to 
preach befoge you, and we in undertaking that Labour, can 
. have no Turn to ſerve, beſides the enlargement of Chriſt's 
Kingdom ; and the revival of the Power of Godlineſs, fo 
much degenerated into Formality among all Parties, We 
value Capacious Places no otherwiſe, than gg an opportunit 
for this : and now we enjoy ſuch, we defire Wb attempts v2 
ware Splendid ones, to the offence of any. £ 
Perhaps Tour Lordſhip may ſhare in our wonder at the ' 
-felly por pe of ſome on our Perſons and Performances in 
this Liberty : We muſt needs be Tradeſmen," becauſe we 
have preached jo long without Publick Sallary. Our Sermons 
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| are Cant, becauſe we uſe Scripture-Expreſſions, though in 


their proper ſenſe :' They are Enthuſiaſtick, if we ſay any 
thing of Heart-work,, or the Spirit's influence ; We do no- 
thing but whine, and make faces, if we appear in the leaſt 
moved by what we ſay and believe,” or ſeem concerned to 
prevail with our Hearers. ' We do ill to preach now, we 
do not ſuffer by it : though they know we thought it our 
Duty, when we paid ſo dear for it. Or at beſt, that Con- 
tingent Events ſhould ſuperſede our Labours, as a pruden- 
tial At : when we are under # Jp dedication to the 
Work of Chriſt, as Miniſters ; and our Labours to bring the 
Souls of men under the power of Trath, will prove the beſt 
*ſecurity to the Profeſſors of it ; when great Offers, and 
awakening Fears will trample on the .cleareſt Notions of an 
Unregenerate Heart. But I enlarge too far. | 
| Tour Lordſhip's afling the part of a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
zs recompence for whatever Cenſures. you undergo : the 
World is not yet of the temper, to ſpeak well of all that 
o well : and Chrif exempts not the Uſefulleſt from hard ' 
ips, on this lower ſlage. Peace of Conſcience in having per- 
formed our Duty, aud the Teſtimony of Chriſt to our Faith- 
fulneſs in the Great Tudgment, is all the Comfort a- Chri- 
ſtian can now be ſure of, and what he ought to be contented” 
with. / | 
There are many Prayers ſent to the Throne of Grace for 
Tour Lordſhip ; That you may want neither Wiſdom- nor 
Steddineſs in a Place ſo Eminent, and Circumſtances ſo 
perplexing. That Promiſe (which hath ſomewhat of a Rule 


in it) is applicable to you, The Integrity of the Upright Pror, 11, 5: 


Jhall guide thery. | 
That you may find this accompliſhed to Publick Convi- 
Aion, and a Comfortable Event of your Preſent Employ, is - 
the unfeigned Defire of © - $a) 
- ._ Your Lordſhip's 
moſt humble Servant, 


Daniel Williams. 
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| SERMON 
Preached before the 
.RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE | | 


Lord Mayor,&c. 


1 COR. IV. 20. : 


For the Kingdom of God is not in Word, but in 
Power. ” 


"HE Apoſtle in the latter part of this Chapter, 
doth mote than hint at ſome Attempts againſt 


the credit of his Perſon and Miniſtry; the 
Men he points at as guilty of this deſign , did 
/ not only wear a Chriſtian Name, but pretended to a 
more than common Zeal and Light, while they imputed 
to the Apoſtle ſome contemptible plainneſs and remiſneſs. 

He not only vindicates himſelf, but threatnethan En- - 
quiry into theſe plauſible pretences of theirs ; reſolving 
on that Enquiry, to determine, whether that extraordi- 
nary Profeſſion was expreflive of the power of Godlineſs, 
or only a dead Image; and whether the improved Do- 
drines they boaſted of, were the great eſſential Wuths 

of the Goſpel, and thoſe —_— in a manner cgnducive 

| | te 
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A Sermon Preached 
mos advancement of Gods Kingdom. This is the ſenſe | 
. C1 v.19. : | | | 
My Text is a Reaſon of that deſigned Enquiry ; and 
the force of it, as a Reaſon, lay in theſe Implications. 
All this noiſe may be without any Subſtance ; the 
Power of Religion lies in fomewhat above theſe pre- 
tences ; the Kingdom of God, which is the only valuable . 
Concern, conſitts not in Externals, but in the Power of 
Religion: and it's moſt ſuſpicious, that theſe cenforious 
Pretenders (who obſtruct my Miniſtry ) are little ſharers 
in, or Friends to the Kingdom of God, after all this fazr 
ſhew in the Fleſh. : | 
'On theſe accounts, the Apoſtle's ſearch in order to a 
Judgment of theſe mens Profeſſion and Doctrines, was 
juſtifiable and neceſſary. And his Practice, with the 
Reaſon of it, calls all Chriſtians, tho not to buſy or un- 
charitable Surmiſes; yet to a prudent Examination of 
Men, that deal with them in the concernments of .thetr 
Souls. - And ' more eſpecially , if - they challenge the 
Graces and Truths we have received, and pretend to 
outdo and blaſt the Labours of ſuch we have profited by, 
as if none-but they could be Inſtruments of conferring 
Grace, or inveſting us in the priviledges of the Church. 
This Examination is frequently enjoined, x Fohn 4. 1. 
x Theſ. 5. 21. God hath given us a Rule to judg of -Men 
and Dodtrines by ; and* ſome degree of Abilities to 
judg of them by that Rule. KT 
| It is true, Panl as an infpired Perſon, had an extraor- 
dinary Spirit of diſcerning, which ordinary Chriſtians 
cannot pretend to, Nevertheleſs, God hath appointed 
private Chriſtians to try all Doqrines by the Scriptures, 
As 17. 11. and direed our Judgment of men by their 
Fruits, Matt. 7.16, 20. As men, we are not utterly 
incafÞle 'to compare and judg of theſe; as Believers, . 
there is an additional fitneſs for it by the Life, and 
] $2 "g anointing 
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anointing they have received. This ſpiritual Life is not 


Y 


ſo void of Senfation, but that the Barg can try Words; and jo, ., 


God's promiſe is a ſecurity, that the Anointing ſhall pre- 
vent their finally erring in fundamental Truths, .x Johy 
4. 37. X | 

Theſe things muſt excuſe any Chriſtian from blind- 
ly giving up his Faith, or Hope, to ſuch who can moſt 


daringly pretend to Dominion over them. He ought 


to plead a Judgment of Diſcretion as his right, in what 
concerns his own Faith and Pratice. And tho ſome 
( whoſe deſigns be thereby juſtly fuſpe&ted) decry this 
private Judgment ; let not us be diſcouraged from the 
uſe of it. For it is a more publick Judgment, if true, 
than the miſtaken Senſe of a whole Council. It's.what 
diſtinguiſheth us from Bruits, in our deliberate: Ads. 
Yea, they that condemn it, are forced to uſe 'this pri- 
vate Judgement in the choice of their Church and 
Guides. 

- But Tſhall wave any further regard to' the Connexion 
of the Text, with the reſt of the Chapter, and improve 
it as a Rule, to judg our own State by, under this plain 


Poſition, 


Do&t. The Kingdom of God is not in Word, but in 

Power. IP OLE 35 | 
With what concern ought we' to attend to a Trath, 

which is defigned to diſcriminate the very Profeſſors of 


Chriſtianity? And which implies, that many fuch Pro- - 


feffors are deceived im their chief concernments. in Re- 
Hgion ; as being content without that Power, wherein 
the Kingdom of God conſifteth > Yet what is more ufual 
with fallen Man, than to debaſe Religion to what his 
own Luſts and Fancy will preſcribe? He is ſcarce per- 
fwadeable, that God will exa@t more from him, than a 


carnal, idle fpirit is diſpoſed to allow, We are content, 


B 2 | that 


Pal, 163. 19. 


ot 


Pal. 76.10, | 


"g. - 


- A Sermon Preached 
that ſome external Homage be paid to the Almighty ; 
and that ſome ſleight attempts and attainments be in- 
tended ; but we confine our religious endeavours within 
thoſe limits; -not regarding that real godlineſs conſiſts 
chiefly in ſuch diſpoſitions and adts,as expreſs the ſupreme 
intereſt of God in the Soul ; and the effetual energy of 
his Grace and Power in a renewed mind. | 

* The Text tends to awaken deep convictions in you, 
That God hath not admitted vain man into the Conſult 
about the Nature or Standard of his Kingdom ; nor will 
he model the Statutes of it according to a Sinner's Judg- 
ment and Hopes ; but whether they will be his Sub- 
jects, or. continue their Rebellion, his Kingdom truly is, 
and will ſhortly appear to -be, mot in Word But in 
Power. | 

I ſhall give you, x. Some account of what is intended 
by the Kingdom of God. 

2. I ſhall under the ſame Heads explain, how it is #0t 
in Word but in Power: and evidence the truth of the 
Dodtrine. | 

'T begin with ſome account of the Kingdom of God. 
This hath various acceptations in Scripture, and denotes 
feveral things, more than is deſigned by this Kingdom in 
my Text : as - s Lo | 

x. Gods Providential Government over all things. 

This is that Kingdom which ruleth over all, He hath 
not ſo left the Creatures to their own Condudt, but that 
he ſecureth his bleſſed ends by his management of them. 
This is that Dominion, to be ſubje& to which, no mans 
conſent is asked : to which all are obedient againſt their 
repugnant inclinations, and deepeſt contrivance. Sinners 
in their utmoſt neglects of the revealed will of God, yea 
in their moſt notorious violations of them, arc ſubject to 
this Providence, and ſerve -its purpoſes. Surely the 
wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee, and the remainder thereof 
thou 


before the Lord Mavor. 5 


zhau ſhalt reflrain. By this Kingdom's influence it 1s, 


that bleſſed Effects do oft proceed from diſmal Cauſes; 


and what ſeems very deſtructive, doth contribute to the 
beſt event. We may well fay of this Kingdom, it is in _ 
Power ; it being the irreſiſtible execution of what the 
Divine Will hath decreed ; yea is the effetive will of 
the Supreme Diſpoler of all things. 
2. The glorious State,Rewards and Priviledges of God's 

Subjects in the higheſt Heavens : That's the'Kingdom of 
glory, and completes the things begun in this Kingdom 
of Grace. 'There God ruleth, and is obeyed ina manner 
incomprehenſible to us.We ſhall be Subjects,and yet#'ngs, 
Rev. x. 6. We muſt always pay our homage, but in Rev. 1. 6. 
Princely Robes. Bodies and Souls will bear an amazing - 
reſemblance of Chriſt our Head. And tho the Divine Phil. 3. 2r: 
Eſſence, whoſe glory all the Mediatoral Contrivances | {2 3? 
of Chriſt's Kingdom referred to, will be all in all, yet we © 0 
ſhall behold in the Humane Nature of Chriſt, as great 
manifeſtations of God, as Men or Angels were capable 
of; the divine glory ſhineth in the face of Chriſt above 
all other things ; and he ſeemeth deſigned to be a Media- 
tor of fruition, for the improvement of the Glory of An- 

els, as well as the other glorified Subjects of that King- 


} nn The Glory of God doth lighten that Heavenly 
' City, and the Lamb is the light thereof. By all our pre- 


ſent improvements we labour for , and haſten to that A: 2% 23-- 
Kingdom ; and therein'terminateall the bleſſed methods 
we are under in this our lower ſtate, 
But the Kingdom of God which my Text refers to, is 
the Moral Government of God among men on Earth, 
eſpecially as he is King Redeemer, in and by the Lord 


Jeſus. , Sony | 
There be three things belonging to this Kingdom , 


Which are ſeverally called by this fame term , the 


King- 


S 


A Sermon Preached 


Kingdom of God, and each of them may well be intended 
by the Holy Ghoſt in my Text. | | 


I. The Goſpel, which containeth the Laws, Inſtituti- 
ons, and Charter of this Kingdom. 


II. The Graces and Actings which qualifie men as - 


Subjects of this Kingdom ; and expreſs God's Au- 
thority over them, and their Loyalty to Him. 

1. All true Believers, who are the real Subjects that 
make up this Kingdom. 


I might infiſt on ſome other things, but theſe will be 


» of greateſt uſe to us, and are principally intended. 


I. 


| Mat, 21. 43. 


|. The Kingdom of God is the Goſpel, which con- 


taineth the Laws, [nſtiturions, and Charter of our King 


Redeemer. 

So it's taken, Mat. 21. 43. The Kingdom of God ſhall be 
taken from you : that is the Goſpel, But when I uſe the 
word Goſpel, I do not mean the Goſpel, in oppoſition to 
the Moſarcal diſpenſation, as it is oft uſed. 'The Gofpel 
Adminiſtration in this ſenſe is often called in the Evan- 

eliſts, the Kingdom of Heaven, as being a fairer, more 
full, and powertul Edition of the Inſtitutes of this King- 
dom, than was publiſhed before ; tho yet the Kingdom 
commenced, and: had its effential Laws and Rules to 
before Chrift's coming. But I mean the Goſpel asa Law 
of Grace; in oppoſition to the Law of Works delivered 
to man in his Innocent State. | 

To direct your conceptions in this important Truth. 
You muſt conſider, r.That God had, and exercifed a Su- 
preme Authority over men, as he was their Creator. 
He enacted Laws for onr obſervance, well becoming his 
Nature to injoin and our Condition to obey. For ſome 
time we continued Loyal in Adam, our common Head : 
but by his fall, Mankind became rebellious againſt God ; 


and 
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and by the Penal Sanction of the law of Works, and the 
Rule fixed for man's propagating his Condition with his 
Nature, we loſt our original power to obey ; and forfeited 
our right to all that Good which was promiſed to perfect 
obedience; , Yea, are expoſed to the utmoſt miſery in 


that Curſe denounced againſt the leaſt fin. This is the Gal. 3. 10. 


condition of all men as related to God as our Creator ; 
though he has loſt nothing of his right ro command, or 
puniſh his Rebellious Crearures. 

How juſily might our injured Lord have confined our 
ſtate to thele methods > Who might complain 2 if God 


had finally executed that judgment which paſt on all men Rom. 5.16,18, 


wnto condemnation. The irremediable ſtate of Devils on 
their Rebellion, may awaken Mankind, to aſcribe all 
new overtures for happineſs to the riches of the Grace of 
God. Yea, every part of that Curſe which exerts its 
ſelf by any degree of miſery in Soul or Body, ſhould con- 
Vince us, . that it's of meer mercy we are not bound in 
chains to the judgment of the great day. 

2. Immediately after the fall, God erefted a new King- 
dom in and by Chriſt as Redeemer. In the Curſe de- 
nounced againit the Serpent, he opened a door of Grace 
to ſinful Man. He treats with us in order to our reco- . 
very, and reſolved eventually to fave the Ele&: yet this 
was to be in no other way, but by becoming ſubject to the 
Rules of this new Kingdom. This Kingdom is owing to 
Chriſt as the procuring Cauſe ; and the management 
thereof was deputed to him. He managed it ina varie- 
ty of ſucceſlive adminiſtration ; as Lawgiver he enacted 
Terms of life, - Rules of practice, Dire&tions for Worſhip: 
and Diſcipline among his Subjes, He pubithed bleſ- 
ſed Promiſes, and denounced Threats againſt the unper- 
ſwadeable. | | 

No man was ever faved but by the Rules of this New 


Kingdom, 'and owes it to the Grace and Merits of 
D Chriſt : 


John 5. 40. 


i Con, 6. 1o. 


Rom, 14. 9. 


IT. 


A Sermon Preached 
Chriſt : though every diſpenſation did not give equal no- 
tices of Him, or that explicite knowledge of God-man 
Redeemer ; notwithſtanding that Sacrifices pointed to 


Him, and ſundry Prophetick Revelations foretold Him. 


3, All Mankind are under all the Laws of this King - 
dom, as far as they can attain to the knowledg of 
them. ; 

They are obliged to obey the terms of Life, which are 
injoined: by the Redeemer in'their re{peAtive Age, and 
Place. Life is ofter'd to them, and they are faveable on 
thoſe-terms.Sinners now act a new Rebellion, as well as. . 


bind the firſt Curſe on themſelyes, when. they refuſe 


obedience to the Remedial Law. Yea, they aggravate 
their ruine by their wiltul obſtinacy , which is a great 
part of the undoing-impotency of Mankind. Awtul is 
that complaint of Chriſt, wherein he leaves the blood of 
loſt man on their own heads ; Te will not come to me, 
that ye may have life. Refuſers of Chriſt add to their Re- 
bellion againſt the Creator, moſt notorious diſloyalty a- 
gainſt the Redeemer, who hath an additional claim to 
dominion over us. For, We are bought with a price, and 
therefere ſhould glorify him with our bodies, and our ſouls, 
which are his : And '< had a reſpe& to this new acqui- 
red Authority in his death ; for, to this end he died, and | 
roſe again , that he might be Lord both of the dead, and of | 
the living. 

All of us are further engaged to obſerve all the Laws 
of his Houſe, the Rules oft Worſhip and Practice, yea, 
every Inſtitution of. his. . There is an amazing Sovereign- 
ty in the different promulgation of theſe to the World : 
but to give my fenſe thereof, would exceed the limits 
of one Diſcourſe. 

II. The Kingdom of God denotes the graces and a- 
ings, which qualify men as Subjects of God's Kingdom ; 
and expreſs God's Authority over them, and their Loy- 

| alty 
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alty to him. - Thus you muſt underſtand that Scripture 3 
The Kingdom of God is not in meat, aid drink ; but in righ- Rom. 14. 17. 
teonſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, q.d. Fhe 


dominoin of God over Chriſtians, and their loyal ſtate 
of obedience to God, leth not in your poor differences 
about meat, or ſuch low matters. Therefore judg not 
others, who may differ from you ; nor be you ſatisfied 
with your own uſages in theſe leſs momentous things, as 
an evidence of your Chriſtian ſtate : God's Kingdom is 


in far higher matters, even in righteouſneſs, peace, and }. 


joy in the Holy Ghoſt. How can any man after ſo plain 
a ſignification of the Divine Will, place all his Religion 
in trifles; or ſacrifice the undoubted Concernments of 
God's Kingdom, to diſputable things of far leſs moment ? 
Peace alone, by this Text, is more valuable, than all the 
things for which ſome have long divided the Church. 


This is the Kingdom of God as erected in the heart, and is 


incluſive of whatever denotes ſincere ſubjeion:to Chriſt. 
To this belongs every Grace which is eſſential to a real 
Chriſtian, and all thoſe as which are neceflary. to ex- 
prefs the prevalency of ſuch Graces over all oppoſite Vi- 
ces and Defects. . | 

This Kingdom is advanced to the degrees of mens im- 
provement in the Divine Life, and the, Dominion of 
God over their Deſigns and Adctings. 


HT. The Kingdom of God is uſed for all true Believers ; 
who are the real Subjes that make up this Kingdom. 
Theſe are they, in whom the former Graces abide, and 


TIL. 


do acknowleag the Authority of the*Lord Redeemer. Col- 7. 13. 


They are a/ tranſlated into the Kingdom of Chriſt. By their 
conſent to the terms of the Goſpel, they who were Alens, 
are Naturalized ; and the Outlawry is reverſed, which 
ſtood againſt them as — Subjects. This King- 

| -.,. "7, _ 


Mat.13. 49,48. 


Rev. I3+ 3; 


Ifa. 33: 22. 


Rev. 3.2, 
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dom is of the fame extent with the Church Myſtical ; 


and as theſe Subjes multiply, it.is enlarged. 


It's true, that' all who credibly profeſs ſubje&ion to 
Chrift, are'Parts'of this Kingdom, as it's viſible and ex- 
ternal: they are Subjedts in the judgment of Charity, 
and as to external Privileges. This Chriſt aſſerts in that 
Parable ; The Xingdom of Heaven is like unto a Net caſt 
into the Sea, 'and gather d of every kind, which when it 
was full, they" drew to ſhore ; al peiber:d the good into 
Yefſels, bnt caſt the bad. away. You fee that Hypocrites 
and »Sincere Believers are of the Kingdom : but Hypo- 
crites _- it, as they wear the viſage of the Sin- 
cere; and therefore the name 'of Subje&s belongs to 
them, only 'equivocally. Whereas in the moſt proper 
ſenſe, it is confined 'to men heartily devoted to Chrift. 
He'is eminently Xing of Saints ; even of fuch who have 

ffeip 2 ſqbſcribed 'his Covenant, P/al. 5o. 5. All 
ſach-are eſteemed by him for his People, and they, yea 
only they can'fay concerning Got], The Lord is our Law- 
giver, the Lord is our King, he will ſave us. | 

- F can hardly forbear to bewail the dangerous condi- 
tion of mary men profeſſing Chriſtianity. Crowds will 
be found' Rebels in heart, dead as to a Spiritual Life, - 
whilſt 7hey have a name to live : and obeying their 
Luſts, when they bow the Knee to Jeſus. | 


Having finiſhed this Accoupt of the Kingdom of God ; 
[pr to exphin how it is not in Word, but i» Power. 
And with he Expication [ will inſert the proof of the 


_ * Podtrine, That the Kingdom of God in the three fore- 


mentioned Inſtances is not ix Word, but i» Power. 
Whatever mens Conceits be of this Kingdom, it 
will be found to conſiſt not in Weak Appearances , 
but- ineffectual Realities. It  attaineth the ends of 
the Conſtitution, it is Expreſſive of a Divine and Su- 
| pernatural 
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permtural Virtue, and is not a dead image, and carnal 
Matter. | 


the Spirit, to recover fallen Men, and to govern, and 
improve them unto et Life. | 

This is not an empty Sound, it conſiſts not in low or 
weak Matters, but is Life and Power. Every command 
is enſtarnped with the Authority of the Lord: of Heaven 


and Earth, and is not the faint advice of poor Mortals. - 


Men diſobey them at their utmoſt peril, Hebr. 12. 25. 
Life and Death is annexed to them by a Soveraign, who 
is able, and reſolved to execute his Royal Sandtion. They 


have a Virtue in them to diſpoſe us to Obedience, and are ; 


holy, ſpiritual and perfeat. by 

The Matters revealed by the Goſpel are not vain 
Conceits, but glorious Realities; they. are beyond. the 
Light of Nature to conceive ; they!ſhine'in a Light:fitto 
Hluminate the darkned''minds of Sinners; and: when 
they are apprehended, they muſt inſpire with the high- 
eſt Reſentments, and make laſting Impreſſions on 'the 


Soul. | be G3 0-38: 

The' Promiſes are n6t doubtful Words, |but:great-aad 
fare ;' they contain all that's'good ; they: are fountled on 
the Veracity of God, who cannot lye ;i and on-the: Vir- 


tue of Chriſts Undertakings and: Death, which cannot -. 


be diſtppojinted. Yea, they-are mighty, to.diſpence che 

race contained therein t6 needy" Souls;2and are the ef 
feQual Inſtrument to inveſt men 'in' alt the: bleflings of 
the Covenatit, when ths'Condition-is perſorme 


: , 


them. : . H ? ? re? ; , - ' 
The-'Szeraments, arid all 'Infficuricns of :Chiiſt,i.as 


.* 


1. The Goſpel of Chriſt our Redeemer is elfectual by 


to' Worſhip or Diſcipline} are poweefulveo. miprove.our. ©, , ,... 


Graces, mortifie our Luſts, maintain our Converfeswi 
Cz God, 
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God, and diſpence Joy and Comfort, through the Ope- 
ration of God by them. | a 6 my 
The Arguments urged by the Goſpel, are fit to move, 
and: have all in-them neceſfary to an Inſtrument of moral 
Government. | De. ® 
The Preſence of God is. promiſed, and the Efficacy of 


- all theſe means argue: the Spirit's apranen by them ; - 


1 Theſ. 1. 5. 


2 Cor. 10.4,5. 


Rom 1. 16, 


they are the Vehicle of the Holy Ghoſt, and-therefore 
when we are'profitable to the Souls of Men , our Goſpel 
cometh to them not in Word only, but in Power, and. in the 
Eoly-Ghoft. 

"This Goſpel is called, The 4rm of God revealed, the 
Scepter 'of his 'Kimgdom, and Rod of his Strength. This 
affords thoſe Weapons which are mighty through God to 
the pulling down of ſtrong holds, and bringing every thought 
to the obedience of Chriſt. God hath appointed it to raiſe 
dead. Souls, and ſubdue rebellious Sinners to his Go- 
vernment. . In the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel God meets 
us, 'and blefſeth us ; he communicateth- Light and 
Ry whereby the weak Chriſtian is enabled to per- 

evere. 

What Trophies of its Pqwer are in Heaven and Earth 

How many:great Sinners hath it changed? Every Age 
and: Place' where it cometh, yield a Teſtimony of its" 
Energy; reſtraining ſorne, turning others from Idols, to 
ſerve the Living God ; from a carnal Life, to a ſpiritual. 
This hath. made the Ambitious: and Covetous to Poſt- 
pone all to the-concerns of an inviſible World, and fa- 
crifice their former Idols, to the Profeſſion of Truth. 
. 'How many weak Chriftians hath it ſtrengthned to 
do, and ſuffer unexpected things > What Joy hath it 
infuſed .into fadned Hearts? On theſe accounts, the 
Goſdes is the Power of God unto Salvation, to every one that 
believeth. | | | 


2, The 
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2. The Graces and Aings which qualify the Subjects | 
of Chriſt, are ſo. ſpiritual, rea] and ſublime, . as to argue 
a Divine life, and-the Dominion of God:1n the Soul. 
What this Kingdom requireth and effeRteth, are not 
bare-Pretences, weak Attempts, ſleight Attainments, or 
external Performances ; theſe are too mean for God to in- : 
join or accept. | 
He doth not paint a dead Carkaſs, but raiſe it to Life : 
he createth.a new Heart, wherein his Laws are prevalent 
Diſpoſitions, and communicateth - a nature too Divine 
to derive its birth from a lower-Original than Regene- 
ration by the Spirit, Fohn 3. 3. + 
. [Hence all real Chriſtians are faid:to be born of Gedzand 1 John 5. 4. 
partakers of the: divine Nature. Our crying Lord; Lord, * **- 4+ 
and all external Alterations, ſigoify little in this new 
Man, which after God is created in Wiſdom, and true Ho Eph. 4.24. 
lineſs. IT will. hint at ſome particulars which have the 
chief place in this Kingdom, . and you'l ſee that none of 
them is in Word, but in Power. _ 
Faith is not a faint aſſent to-the Truths of the Goſpel, 
but ſuch a realizing of inviſible Objects, reliance on © 
Chriſt, and conſent to Him the: Redeemer, as purifieth 
the Heart, worketh by Love, and derives from Chriſt fit 
ſupports in the way of truth and holineſs to eternal Life. 
Goſpel Repentance is not a bare ſorrow for Sin, but : 
a-true hatred, and forſaking of Sin on Goſpel-motives. 
Our love to God is not ina few kind or ſleighty thoughts - 
of God, but a prevalent eſteem of God, and delight in 
him, as the ſupreme Good ; and this expreſſing 1t ſelf 
in ſincere Obedience to his ſtricteſt Laws, and - for - 
his Intereſts when moſt deſpiſed. 7F a man love me, john 14. 23 - 
faith Chriſt, he wil keep my words: If we loveany thing 
as him, it's a hating of him by the Rules of this Kingdom. 
The Worſhip which Chriſt infiſteth on, and diſpoſeth 
all his Subjets for, 7s in Spirit: and in Truth ; = - Joh. 4. 24. : 
eight 


% 


s. 


Pal. 62.8. 
Ifa. 29. 13. 


| *x Petr. 3. 21. 


2 Tim. 1,7. 
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ſleight performance, nor by humane Inventions. - Prayer 
muſt be a fervent pouring out of the Soul to God, and 
not lip-labour : Hearing the Word is of no eſteem with 
him, unleſs the heart be obedient to the word, Fam.1.25. 

Baptiſm is not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, "but 
the anſwer of a good Conſcience toward God. That is,Baptiſm 
lieth in the Souls true Correſpondence to, and Perfor- 
.mance of our Baptiſmal Profeflion and Vows, and not a 


meer ſprinkling of water inan external a&t ofthe Miniſter. - 


Receiving the Lords Sapper is not the -bare partakin 
-of the Conſecrated Elements ; but Communion wit 
our Crucified Chriſt, by Faith and Love,under the quick- 


-nings of the Spirit, Foh. 5. $3 63. We ſee that God . 
or 


chiefly regardeth the inward Worſhip of the Soul,and not 
bodily performances. 


The fame power extendsto every thing, wherein Re- 


ligion is concerned :' if this Kingdom of Grace obtaineth | 
in the Soul , Gods Authority is ſet above our wills, hu- 


mours and luſts ; Satan is dethroned, Sin hath not Do- 
minion over us, Rom. 6.6, 14. Spiritual things are reliſh- 
ed above ſenſitive: : we arebrought to live to God, 


and not to carnal ſelf : and there is an impartial reſpe& 


to all Gods Commandments, P/al. 18. 22. 
_ To finiſh: this particular, this Kingdom conſiſts of 
Holy Inclinations 1n the Heart, and implies a degree of 
ſtrength to a&t thoſe Inclinations. Here are not faint 
Velleities, and uneffeual Deſires or. Complaints ; but a 
Spirit of Power, of Love, and 'a ſound: Mind ; whereby 
Temptations are in'a good meaſure reſiſted , and. Holy 
- This is the Model of the Kingdom , this his Goſpel 
 Injoineth, this his Grace Effecteth, andany thing below 
it would not improve a Sinner to the Holineſs our: Re- 
deemer deſigned reconciled. Sinhers to, God's Kingdom 
never hath place, where any of theſe Eflentials 'are 


wanting, 


| fleſs, or of the will of man, but of the will of God; 
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wanting , or where there is only ſome dead form 'of 


them. 

3-' Believers who are the Subje&s of Gods Kingdom,are 
not meer Profeſſors of Chriſtianity; but truly Regenerate 
and Practical Chriſtians. Dy 
They areof another ſpirit than what they once were ; 
or the reſt of the World continue yet to be ; their ex- 


traction is higher, being horm- not of the will of the 


They have far different apprehenſions of Spiritual ob- 
jedts than a carnal mind is capable of ; theſe practically 
know the great things of God in a Spiritual evidence, 


>) 


John 1, 13. 


being taught by him, as the truth is in Feſus. They are a Eph. s. 4; 


people made willing i» the day of God's power. Then a © 110. 3. 


mighty Arm ſubdued. their obſtinacy without violence ; 
filenced their prejudices, and made them obedient by 


agreeable inclinations to the Law , and powerful con- - 


victions of God's Authority and Goodneſs. Their Re- 
ligion is not in empty ſpeculations. As every truth 
tends to practice, ſo they feel the power of Truth. The 


objeive Glory of Chriſt transformeth them into the ſame 2 Cor. 3. 13; 


Glory, in their meaſure, They walk with God whom the 
world knows not ; they live above what Sinners dote 
on ; to {pleaſe and honour God is their governing-aim ; 
To keep a Conſcience void of offence towards God and 
men, is their exerciſe ; and working out their Salvation, 
is their chief buſineſs ; while as Pilvrims here, they are 
waiting for the expected Inheritance : Theſe live the life 
of Chrift, are a&ed by his Spirit which dwells in them. 
by an abiding Relation, and are appointed for his'glori- 
ous purpoſes. 

They are not Hypocritical pretenders, tho cenſured 


as Cheats by ſuch men whoſe Corruptions repreſent all ' 


better pretences as Hypocrifie. How much do the - 
Conceptions, Deſigns, Experiences, Attainments and 
Actings 


-_ ev 
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Actings of theſe men, exceed the reſt of mankind? There 


is more Piety in many of their common AQtions, than 


in the Religious Performances of others: theſe are they 
whom the Apoſtle deſcribes as a choſen generation, a royal 
prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, fit and de- 
ſigned to ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who called them out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light.” 

Can any of you doubt theſe expreſs Characters of all 


ſincere -Ohriſtians 2 Of theſe, and only theſe Chriſts 


% 


'Kingdom doth conſiſt. There are ſuch perſons in the 


World, or God hath no Kingdom in it. Such as are 
wholly otherwiſe in their Temper-and Actings, are Re- 


- bels and: Aliens in Gods eſteem ; and declared incapable 
- of Eternal Glory. 


Perhaps-ſome of you may Prophanely Scoff at this ac- 
count, as if it were impoſſible to be thus Sincere and 
Spiritual ; or it were needleſs to be thus Pious, Juſt, 
Temper:te, or Heavenly-minded : but be it known to 
you, : that you' will ſhortly be convinced , your ſelves 
ought to be ſuch men ; and paſlionately wiſh all this 


- could have been truly ſaid of you. 


Col. 1. 12. - Saints in Light, as-every real Chriſtian is? 


| have deſignedly given the Character of the Subjects 
of this Kingdom in Scripture-Expreſſions, leſt any ſhould 
eſteem it a Fancy, which'they owe not that regard to, as 
to -judge of themſelves by it. But I hope you cannot 
ſhut your eye againſt the Teſtimony of God ; nor put 
any Gloſs on thoſe Scriptures which can prevent your 
ſalbecting your own - Condition. Muſt not you think 
now; how few are Members of this Kingdom 2 How un 
like am I to. theſe Subjedts of Chriſt, when I neve 
found any of theſe things, nor propoſed them to my ſell 


_ asthings neceſlary to be attained by me ? What a change 


muſt therebe-in-my Heart and Lite, before ſuch a wretc 
can be meet to be partaker of the Inheritance with th 


[ 
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| Te remaineth that I apply more particularly ſuch things 
.as you have heard of the Nature and Power ofthis Kingdom. 
1. What you have heard of the Goſpel may dire& us in 
our judgment of a Goſpel Miniſtry. - Aga Y 
We Miniſters are. appointed by Chriſt to perſuade Sin- 
ners both.to yield ſubje&tion to God Redeemer, and then to 
walk in all due Loyalty towards Him ; all our Adminiſtra- 
tions muſt be managed by thoſe Laws which reſpe& our 
Office, otherwiſe we aftrant the Lord Jeſus, in whoſe Name 
weact, and become uſeleſs to Men, for whoſe good we are 
deſigned. 

The matter of our Preaching ought to be the Gol- 
pel, even the Kingdom of God , and the things which 
concern our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the-manner ought to be 
ſuch as moſt conduceth to render it effe&ual to thoſe Ends 
for which it is publiſhed, Miniſters are to do their utmoſt, 
that this Goſpel may come not in Word only, but in Power, 
and that all may be brought to a compliance with ir. 


Therefore we ought not to make State Afﬀairs, human gg, ,,, «x. 


Conceits or dictates of Men, the matter of our Preaching ; 
the Rules of the Covenant of Works, nor the Law of Nature 
as under a reſpect to that Covenant, are not to be urged by 
us ; tho the Law of Nature as a rule of our Actions, is ſtill 
of force in this Kingdom of God Redeemer, and fo muſt be 
inſiſted on. | JON 
The great things we ought to perſuade, are the things 
God hath made the terms of Life to redeemed Man, The 
methods of Reconciliation muſt be intended ; for God now 
dealeth with Men not only as his rational Creatures, but as 
fallen Sinners, under new Overtures for Life. Sinners muſt 
be direted by .us to Chriſt, as He ox whoſe Shoulders this 
New Government is, and in whom there is Grace, Strength 
and Pardon, which our Apoſtacy made impoſlible by the 
Law of, Works. . er 
The great Dottrins of Regeneration, Repentance, Faith 
D in 
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in Chriſt, love of God, and ſincere Obedience (as explained 
by the Gofpel Standard,) are the things to be urged as con- 
Gtions of Salvation ; ſhould we miſtake theſe Terms of Life, 
or neglect to perſuade your Compliance therewith, other 

ings would be vain, and leave you deadin your ſins. What 
| is it that you karn and do all things elſe, if you ſubmit 
not to the Terms of the Goſpel 2 For this is the loweſt Rule 
of Gods judgment by which the falvation of any ſinner is 
poſſible. AHe-will jadge the ſecrets of all men by the Gof- 

} | 


The manner alſoof a Miniſters preaching of theſe Truths 
is conſiderable. We ſhould publiſh theſe in the greateſt Evi- 
dence, and in a way moſt probable to be attended with the 
influence of the Spirit. Much of that divine Power which 
perſuades you, is exerted in fitting the Preacher to plead 
with you. Miniſters of the Goſpel are therefore to avoid 
the enticeing words of mans wiſdom,and muſt preach in the de- 
monſtration of -the Spirit, and of Power, We muſt re- 
preſent things in the _ plainneſs ; urge Goſpel Ar- 
guments with the fulteſt Evidence and Importunity, appro- 
ving our ſelves to every mans Conſcience to the utmolt; for 
their Conviction and Perſuaſion. It's not invaluable to you 
that the Miniſter in all his work is under the power of 
what he preacheth, and doth all in a humble dependance on 
the bleſſing and power of the Holy Ghoſt. 7 

This Miniſtry anſwers the Goſpel deſcription ; this 
hath a tendency and fitneſs to ſubdue Souls to Chriſt ; this 
is that the Lord Jefus ( who ordinarily works accordi 
ro the aptitude of means) doth uſually blefs.. Such a Mi- 
niſtry is a ſign that God intends the enlargement of his 
Kingdom and according to what appears of it among 
us, we may expett proportionable Effects. . The Lord bring 
the vain Minds of Hearers to approve this ſort of Preaching, 
and convince us Miniſters of all levity and miſtakes 
in our Miniſtration. | 


2. What 


LIMI 
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, 2. What you have heard of the nature of Grace, and Loy- 
al Actings towards Chriſt, may ſharply reprove all ſuch 
who ſeem by Principle to place Religion in any thing ſhort 
of this Power. It's needful they lock up the Scriptures (thoſe 
Royal Statutes of Chriſt) who dare place Chriſtianity in 


external Rites, tho the Heart and Life be unſandcified. - Its 


Diſloyalty to Chriſt to exchange his Inſtitutions for human 
Inventions. Yea, it's Diſloyalty to exclude internal 
Worſhip for external, and define Graces and ſpiritual 
Ads by no more than a dead Image of them. How 
muſt they debaſe Religion who commend Pomp for ſpiri- 
tual Devotion, and make carnal Obſervances ſerve inftead 
of Goſpel Faith and Love? Surely they little regard the 
Authority and Conſtitutions of Chriſt, who account Attri- 
tion to be Repentance,and repreſent Pilgrimages,Confeſſion, 
Penance, and blind Obedience to the Church, &c. too like 
an Atonement for the abſence of the eſſential Terms of 
Life. What can more expreſly contradit Mens pleaſin 

God by meer external AQts or Profefſion,than my Text doth? 
But alas ! the DoCtrin of Opus operatum is too natural to a 
dead finner, to be confined within the Walls where firſt a- 
vowed. All are too apt to throw off Duties as a Penance, 
and think the eternal Spirit is ſatisfied with bodily Homage. 
Many judge that Ordinances edify tliem as a meer Charm, 
without any due exerciſe of Soul in them : A miſtake in this 
eſſential Point, is the reaſon alſo why many jear at the 
Graces of God, promiſe Life to a juſt and civil demeanour, 
and ſcoff at Holimeſs as Preciſenefs. The like Efe&ts of a 


Col, 2s 18, 
I9, 23. 


carnal Spirit 1s Mens efteeming Regeneration to be no more 


than external Baptiſm, when that 1s but a viſible Repreſen- 
tation of the nature of it, and a Seal and Inſtrument of 
inveſtiture in Goſpel Bleſſings, on ſuppoſition that we are 
inwardly Regenerated, What a groſs conceit is it, that 
Converſion is but a turning from a groſs Infidels State by a 


bare external Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, tho the mind be 
| D 2 | ſtill 
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ſtill unrenewed, and the Heart unimpreſſed by a divine Prin- 
ciple ? From theſe Sentiments Men ridicule all Pretences to 


thoſe things which the Scriptures expreſly declare concern- 


ing every Believer, as praying in the. Spirit, Communion 
with God, Union to Chriſt,Spiritual Joy,&c. tho the things 
are intelligible by any that 'are judicious, and experienced 
by ſuch as have any converſe by Faith with God and ſpi- 
ritual Things. It's pity that a prophane Spirit ſhould arraign 


. the Matters peculiar to a Life ſo far aboye its ſelf; eſpecially 


when God hath told us, 4 watural man cannot know the 
things of God, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. But 
whilſt they muſt be foo/z/one/s to them, Wiſdom will be juſti- 
fied by its Children, as better Advocates and fitter Judges. 
Nevertheleſs the Devil attains a deſtruQtive End by theſe 
Notions; for his Dominion is ſupported, and poor ſinners 
are ſecure in a State of Rebellion againſt Chriſt, whilesthey 
flatter themſelves as Subjects to him, becauſe they do a few 
trifles which neither Satan nor their Luſts forbid, and 
Cuſtom, Intereſt, or natural Conſcience perſuade to. How 
will any Soul among you who ſtands guilty of this Charge 
dare to look the Bleſſed Redeemer in the Face 2 Whatterror 
will ſurprize you, when you are accuſed by him as diſloyal in 
your very Principles,and aſſerters of that torReligion where- 
y Gods Sovereignty over the Heart is excluded, and all real 
actings of Grace unprovided for ? You have reproached that 
which God lays the greateſt Streſs on, which his Kingdom 
chiefly conſiſts in, and his Saints moſt value themſelves by. 
Before I proceed ro the Exhortations I deſign, it's need- 
full to inſert two Cauzions that may obviate our abule of 
this Subject. 
I Caution. Do not deny this Power of Religion concern- 
ing any Perſon or Party without manifeſt Grounds. 
Charity binds you to think all are truly Religious that pro- 
feſs to be ſo,unleſs theirDefets orWorks palpably blaſt their 
Pretences, or their Profeſſion be nullified by a Ione 
i&tion: 


' before thee LORD'MAYOR 
diction. As the power of Religion ſhould not be ſacrificed 
to a Ceremony, lo leſſer Faults do-not warrant us to accuſe 
men as wanting the power of Godlineſs, Whatever is con- 
fiſtent with the habitual ſubje&ion of a Soul to Chriſt, can- 
not juſtifie our excluding that Soul out of Chriſts Kingdom. 
We may ſay, yea muſt affirm of Men differing from us in 
many things, The ſame Chriſt-#s their Lord and ours. 
Peace and Love are eflentials in Chriſts Kingdom ; and 
ſhall we challenge our own intereſt by _ cenſorious; or 
enviouſly narrow the Dominion of our Bleſſed Redeemer ? 

2 Caution. Deſpiſe not the external Inſtitutions of Chriſt 
under pretence ofthis Power ; the Power and Spirit of Chriſt 
concur with his Ordinances, and the life and vigor of our 
Graces are exerted in thoſe Ordinances, and nouriſhed by 
them. LE 

That Spirit is a deluſion which puts Men above divine 
Appointments, and the Guilty are as truly Superſtitious as 
the greateſt Formaliſt. Whiles we are SubjeQs of Chriſts 
Kingdom here below, we muſt attend the Ordinances of the 
' lower State of this Kingdom, .and divine Tnſtitutions are 
parts of this Kingdom ; which tho it be not in word ſo 
as to exclude the Power, yet it lies in power as incluſive of 
a Chriſtian Profeſſion and external Ordinances, 

The next improvementT ſhall make of the Text,is by way 
of Exhortation, wherein I ſhall regard the Kingdom of God 
as the power thereof lies inGraces,and acts expreſſive of a di- 
vine Life, and the governing Authority of God in the Soul. 
This includes the two other particulars ; for theſe are the 
effects of the Power of the Goſpel, theſe anſwer the ſpi- 
ritual Rules and Demands of the Goſpel; and becauſe: of 


2T 


1 Cor, 1.2@. 


AR. 28. 19,20, 


theſe the Subjze&s of Chriſts Kingdom are not Hypocrites, . 


but truly regenerate and practical Chriſtians. 
I. Be throughly convinced that the Kingdom of Gad is 
in theſe Graces and vital Acts, and can confiſt in. nothing 


lower. I have given you undoubted Proof of this, if you | 
| D 3 will - 
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Joh. 3, 36. 


Mal. 1. 14. 
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will believe the Goſpel beyond your own Fancy, or Satans 


ſuggeſtions: And whether you will enlarge your judgment 
to Gods deciſion or no, the time is near when this great 


' King will judge the ſecrets of your hearts and lives by this 


very Goſpel Rule. _ 
It's undoing to moſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, that they 


fondly perſuade themſelves the Demands of God are not ſo 
high and exaR, as truly they be ; it's true indeed, he makes 
not legal Perfection to be the Condition of a Right to Life, 
but yet he enjoyns a ſpiritual Life and Faith (extenſively 
taken) in order to our Intereſt in Chriſt, and.to Salvation 
cn his account. + | 5 

Methinks you can hardly ina ſerious Frame conceive how 


any thing below real Grace and vital Acts ſhould ſerve your 


turn. - Conſider the glorious Nature of God ; and can meer 
external Performances be ſuitable to him, either to injoin 
or accept» Would Chriſt have died to raiſe dead Sin- 
ners to no more Conformity to God than an unholy 
Heart, and hypocritical Atings amount to? Are the deſign 
of the Goſpel, and the atteſted Influences of the Spirit an- 


Gwerd by adead Soul or formal Duty ? Judge _ whether 
an ungodly, ſtupid, graceleſs Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, can 


either here or in Eternity ſerve the purpoſes, for which God 
ereas this Kingdom among Men 2 What celight can his ho- 


1y Nature take in ſuch ? What Service or Glory can he and 


his Chrift have by ſuch? Yea, what ſatisfaQtion can 
ſuch Men have in God or Heaven 2 Theſe and the like 
Conſiderations may wellawaken youto juſter apprehenſions 
of this'matter, and convince you that the Kingdom of God 
muſt lie in this Power. And it it be needful to add more, 
conſider wherein can the Kingdom of Satan and Domini- 
on of Sin conſiſt, but in the want of theſe gracious Quali- 
ties, negle&t of thoſe Acts, -and the prevalency of what 
15 oppoſite to them ? 


Set 
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| Set therefore this Standard before theEye of thy Soul, as - 


that which thou muſt examine thy ſelf by, and be conforma- 
ble to, if thou defireſt to belong to this Kingdom of the 
Redeemer. | | 

Labor induſtriouſly for, and reſt not contented till you 
have attained this Power of Religion. 

I do in the Name of your Redeemer preſs you to get the 
Graces, and perform thoſe Acts: which argue a ſpiritual 
Life, and the reſtauration of Gods Image and Authority in 
your Souls. Be Chriſtians in Truth as well as in Name; let 
no external Performance or Profeſſion content you ; ſee that 
your Wills be ſubje&ed to God, that your Lives be regulat- 
ed by his Laws, and all your religious Ads infpired with 
a divine Power. This is the principal matter we are to treat 
of with you, and what you are chiefly concerned to attend 
to. To accompliſh this, it is, that you are entruſted with 
the Means of Grace, and yet ſpared after ſo long provoking 
Obſtinacy, which is more aggravated by your treacherous 
Pretenſions. « | 

That I may enforce this Exhortation, I ſhall deſire you 
to apply to your ſelves theſe few Motives. wake 
' You pretend and engage to no leſs than this Power 


* of Religion by your Chriſtianity. 


What you deſpiſe in others and negle& in yourſelves, 
even this you pretend to, and have ſolemnly Promiſed. Do 


not you profeſs to be the Subjects of Chriſt ? Have not you . 


renounced the World, the Fleth, and the Devil, and Cove- 
nanted to fight under Chrifts Banner 2 And ought you not 
to be and do all this truly > Renounce alltheſe Rivals with 
Chritt, and he muſt then Reign in Power. Can you think 
that the Covenant you have ſealed fo oft at the Lords Ta- 
ble, engageth you to no more than external Profefſfton - 
When you ſtipulated with Father, Son and Spirit, was no 
more intended than that you would pay them a ſlight bo- 


as 
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[ Graces be not ſincere, they will not ſave; yea, and if they 


be founda Virgin wit 
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as the ſtriteſt, in profeſfing your ſelves Chriſtians ; and 


are not you Hypocrites then, whiles your Souls are unre- 
generate, and your Lives not governed by the Laws of 


| Chriſt> Oh! tremble to think that you (profeſs to know; 


and yet in works deny bim. Your Hearts breath Re- 
bellion againſt God, whiles you ſeem Loyal to him. 
What agreeableneſs to thy Name do a covetous,intemperate, 
carnal,irreligious Spirit and Life bear ? Renounce the Name, 
or elſe be and do what that Name is deſigned for. 

How ſad will the thoughts of thy State be, when thou 
findeſt thy ſelf branded by the Heart-ſearching God, as one 


that hath a Form of Godlineſs, bat denying the Power thereof. 


The word we render Form, is mipqgwav, g. d. they 
have the viſage or _m_— of | true Piety.; thou wilt 

out Oyl, at the Feaſt without a Wed- 
ding Garment ; the Son that ſaid to his Father, I will work 
in the Vineyard, but faileſt to do ſo. Surely, what induceth 
thee to proteſs to be a devout Chriſtian, ſhould encline thee 


to be fo. 


. 2, Any thing ſhort of this Power of Religion will avail 


you nothing, but greatly damage you. | 
You are Enemies in Gods account whatever you per- 
form, and he will treat you as ſuch when the time of Retri- 
bution cometh. How wilt thou,Oh rebellious Chriſtian, 
endure that Sentence? Bring theſe my enemies that would 
not that I ſhould Reign-over them, and ſlay them before me. 
What a loſs wilt thou ſuſtain when thy Gold becomes 
Droſs, when thy Knowledge, Duties, yea, all thy 
Religion is vain? Oh that ſo much ſhould be attained in 
vain, and done to no purpoſe! You will find that if your 


partake not of this Power, they are but guilded Vices. 
Your feigned Faith is but Unbelief; your pretended Love 
is Enmity, your partial Obedience is Rebellion; and will 


God reward, nay,muſt not God ſeverely puniſh unbelieving, 
ITrecon- 
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irreconcileable,rebellious Profeſſors of Chriſtianity,and-give 


. youa Portion with the moſt prophane 2 Nay, your Guilt 
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1s aggravated,and your Woes will be the greater. What pro- 


fit will you reap by Orthodox Principles, while you are Hy- 
pocrites-in Heart > Church-Memberſhip will, expoſe to 
the ſoreſt rebukes ;. for if- :he Children of the Kingdom periſh, 
they are caſt into outer darkneſs... Set 

At laſt pity your ſelves. Why ſhould you be at any pains,if 
you will not do enoagh to'bring you to Heaven? Car any 
thing this ſide G/ory be the Reward you intend by being 
Religious? Why then will you not be ſoReligiqus as to obtain 
that Glory 2 Oh! mock God no longer,delude rhy own Soul 
no more; thou art almoſt a Chriſtian, be altogether ſo; or 


the Convictions, and Helps that have almoſt perſuaded thee, - 


will aggravate thy ruin when thou falleſt into Hell, from 
a pitch ſo much higher than the Atheiſt and Pagar. | 
| F Very plauſible Appearances of Religion may. be 
without this Power. Tas 
Men may appear ſincere to others, yea, to themſelves, 


and yet be Hypocrites. There is a very probable Form, 


without the Power of Godlineſs, Every living Grace hath 
its dead Image ; thy Heart may be hard when Groans a- 
bound; thou may'ſt cry loud and oft to God, and thy Soul 
never pray; thy Aﬀections may be on Earth, when thy 
Eyes are lifted up to Heaven. So inward is the Life of Grace, 
and ſodeceitful are our Hearts, that we can fay of the ſeem- 
ivgly greateſt Chriſtians, but as Peter did of Silvanus ; a 
faithful Brother, as. I ſuppoſe. (For the Suppoſition may re- 
gard that, as well as the uncertainty of his being Peters 

eſſenger) : Yea, we are ſo ſubject to deceive our ſelves, 


that we have need to pray with David, Lord ſearch me, 


and try me. _ | | AR 
' Alaſs! How many with Alexander may have great Zeal, 
and want Integrity? Promiſe much , - and perform the 


contrary. You will be found Virgins with Lamps, and yet 
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want Oyl; ſeem lively Saints, and be dead Sinners. We 
may with bleeding Hearts conſider, that very many have 


been not far from Grace, and yet never attained it, becauſe 
ſome one Luſt oppoſed it, or ſome one Idol prevented ir. It's 


_ a great thing tobe truly Religious. The beſt natural Tem- 
* per, the moſt ſplendid Adts, the exateſt Profeſſion, are not 


infallible Evidences of a Mans being truly Pions; but are 
ſeparable from ſaving Grace. 4s 
You have need therefore of the ſtricteſt care and jea- 


- louſie in dealing with your Hearts. Oh! look to it, that 


your Religion hath in it the undoubted Charatters of a ſpi- 
ritual Life ; and of Gods Kingdom being ſet up in you, in 
its very Power. The hardeſt task is to arrive at this Power 
of Godlineſs ; to get Carnal-felf dethroned, and the Go- 
vernment of Chriſt chearfully ſubmitted to. This King- 
dom in its Duties and Privitkdges hath been long preached 


 toyou; now God is importunare that you exclude nor your 


ſelves from the Rewards of it, by Rebelling againſt the Laws 
and Terms of it. Were you acquainted with the Nature of 
Chriſts Kingdom, it would ſoon be deſirable. The King 
is our righttul Lord, and not an Uſurper ; He hath the ten- 
derneſs of a Father, is infinitely Wie and Good: He admits 
all his Subjects to the State of Children, yea, the Dignity 
of Kings. All the Laws of it refer to our Good, and tend 
to our PerfeQion ; and whatever ts required of us, he is 
preſent to aſliſt us in ; yea, ready to forgive all Weakneſſes 
conſiſtent with fincere Endeavors : And can you refuſe this 


| eaſie Yoakof Chriſt from day to day ? Will you refuſe this, 


that you may continue Slaves to the Devils, and Servants 
to your Luſts ? Oh ! that even now you were made willing, 
and able ro ſabmitto Chriſt; and inſpired with that Divine 
Nature which agrees to this State, that is, even the heaventy 
Kingdom begun.Oh! periſh not in yourMifconiceits,and wil- 
ful Diſobedience after all thefe Pleadings, | 


3. Improve 
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3-'Improve in. the Power of Religion, if you bave attained - 
to any degree of tt. 22; | % 
There are remains: of Weakneſs and Diſloyalty. in the 
beſt of us,and ſo there's place for our utmoſt Endeavors to 
become more ſuited to this happy State in our Temper and 
Behaviour. How much are we ſhort of our Fellow Subjes 
in Light, Strength and Love? We are come to monut Zion, Heb. 12.22, 24. 
the City of the living God, to an innumerable Company of An- 
gels to the Church of the Firſt Born, and the Souls of juſt 
' - Men madeperfef}. We ſerve the ſame Lord, we partake of 
the ſame Nature, are admitted to the fame Relation, and. 
we expect the ſame Glory which our King doth deſign us to 
as well as them : And muſt not theſe things cauſe a Bluſh in 
us, that we are fo remiſs in our Improvements ? Canthey 
fail toawaken our Souls to proceed from ſtrength to ſtrength? Pal, 84, 7. 
Therefore, let Mortification be your work while any Luſts 
remain. Be more Spiritual in every Duty, more Renew- 
ed in your Minds ; and let all your Works be more perfect. 
What thould be ſo much your concern, as that the Laws of 
Chriſt have a more abſolute Authority in you, that Gods 
- Image impreſs the whole Man, and your Souls be more en- 
larged and lifted up in all the ways of this Kingdom ? Reft 
not till you find Chriſt Rules alone, and that you entirely 
| live to Chriſt under the very conſtraints of Love to Him. 
How happy will you be, when the very Peace of God rules 
/ in your Hearts, yea, ſo rule as that it reſtrains all that may 
: interrupt it, and command to all that can expreſs and main- 
4 


tainit ? When this is your Frame, your Delights will be 

more refined ; you will now live much nigher to God, your Pal. 43.4. | 
exceeding Joy, and have an abundant Entrance to his Pal- 2 Pet. r. 11. 
lace above, when a few Days are over. - Reſolve then that © 
you will {till grow up into Chriſt, till nothing inſpires you | 
but his Life, and nothing be done by you but what is Loyal» 

ty to Him. | 


E 2 4. Viſibly 
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4. Viſibly expreſs the fincerity :of your Subjecion to 
God, and the Efficacy of his Grace in your Souls. This 


is incumbent on all Chriſtians; but 1 ſhall apply my ſelt 


more eſpecially to you that are Magiſtrates, and the occa- 
fion of this Aſſembly. You do. profeſs your ſelves real 
Subjects to Chriſt ; evidence then, that real Chriſtians are 
more fitted to ſerve their Generation than other Men. Let 
Chriſt Govern by all your Power, and his Intereſts be ad- 
vanced by you to the uttnoſt of your Talents. Convince the 
World, that nothing can allure or affright you from exa& 
Obedience to Chrilts Laws, and Fidelity to his Concerns. 
Chriſts Eye is on your Hearts, and Behaviour, in your pre- 


ſent Circumſtances. The Eyes of many of very different 


ſorts are on you; yea, the credit of Religion is concerned 
in your Behaviour. And it's but a few Days, when you 
muſt with awakened Spirits review your preſent Atings ; 
it may be under affl;ctive Diſpenſations, when thruſt off 
your preſent Stage: But certainly, when you come todie, 
and appear before the Tribunal of the Lord your Judge. 
Therefore create not bitter Reflections by ſelfiſh Aims, fin- 
ful Negle&s, or unbecoming Deviations. A tormenting 
Conſcience in that Day, will not be countervailed by any 
preſent Advantage. You are employed in a time that may 
evidence the utmoſt which a Chriſtian can do! or endure. 
But whatever may be your Exerciſe, let it be ſeen, that you 
ſerve Chriſt with the ſame honourable Thoughts of him, 
and Devotedneſs to him, as ever. You have the ſame Lord, 
whoſe Laws Authority and Intereſts do not vary with the 
uncertain Motions of this lower World ; and whoſe Con- 
cerns are of an infinitly higher Nature than the poor and 
periſhing Toyls of Mortals. 
That I may improve and enforce this Exhortation, 
Conſider. _ 
1. As Chriſtians, and as Magiſtrates, you are the Sub- 
jets of Chriſt, and ſo owe the utmolt Fidelity and Service- 
ableneſs 
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ableneſs to him. If you are real Believers, you are of his 
Kingdom ; and that admits none that' will not ſerve Him 
without Limitations. Duty and Gratitude binds you to 
att with a Supream regard to Chriſt; and to all others 
only in ſubordination to Him, You muſt with Joſhua, 


follow him fully. It ill becomes you to conſult with Fleſh jog. :5. g. 
and Blood. For did not you Covenant thus with Chriſt; Gl. 1. 16. 


T ord, do but ſave me, and 1 ſolemnly ſurrender my ſelf to 
thee? What tho his Service may expoſe you to ſome Aﬀts 
of Self-denial, doth not he deferve that from you ? Shall a 
dying Chriſt endure fo much for you, and will you think 
a little Contempt too much to bear for him ? Doth not He 
in the midſt of his exalted Glory in the Heavens, intercede 
for you 2 And can you in a little painted Honor forget to 
plead his Cauſe > Shall your Mite (which alſo is His) be 
unimployed for Chriſt, whodaily lays out his Power, Wiſ- 
dom and Fullneſs, for every Believers uſe 2 

As you are Magiſtrates, you are appointed to the Ser- 
vice of this Redeemer. All Power and Judgment is commit- 
ted to him ; Magiſtracy 1s his Ordinance, and ſhould be exe- 
cuted in Chriſts behalf, as well as the Miniſtry. He is 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and hath appointed the 
Rulers of the Earth work in his Kingdom, whether they 


attend it or no. Magiſtrates have the Sword, as Miniſters 


have the Word ; they have the Coercive Power, we the 
Perſuaſive ; and Chriſt will as truly bring the unfaithful 
Magiſtrate to an account for his Negle&s and Miſtakes, as 
the unfaithful Miniſter. | I 

2. Your Sovereign Lord will proſper you, according to 
what he deſigns to effect in your Day, and by your Hands. 
You {ervehim who manageth all by his Providence; and 
hath chalked out in his Purpoſe, what ſhall be executed in 
every Age. De jure,the Kingdoms of the Earth are his from 
the Firſt ; but trom Age to Age he is advancing Mens ac- 


knowled2ment of his Dominion, and erecting a holy Go- - 
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vernment in the World, on the Ruins of Satans Kingdom, 


He hath a Kingdom. which all the Powers of Hell ſhall nor 
extirpate' the ruder beginnings of, nor prevent its utmoſt 


growth. This Kingdom lies in the Dominion of Light o- 
ver Darkneſs, Truth over Error, Holineſs over Sin, pure 
Goſpel-worſhip over corrupt Worſhip, and the Intereſts of 


. Jeſus over all Rivals. It includes the devotedneſs of earth- 


ly Powers fo Chriſts Service, and a national Dedication to 
him as Supream Lord. This Kingdom he enlargeth in fer 
times, and towards the latter Days more eminently, upon 
the deſolations of Paganiſm and Antichriſtianiſm. This happy 
time Tlive expetting, and rejoycein ſome hopeful, tho aw- 
fal Prognoſticks of. ; 

It pleaſeth Chriſt more. eminently to employ his real 
Subjects as his Inſtruments to advance-his Intereſts by ; and 
they ſhall not want an Anointing to fit and ſucceed them, 
let the Work ſeem never ſo hard, and the Succeſs never fo 
improbable. 

It's not in you or me to allot our ſelves our Day or 
Work; we muſt take that as our great Diſpoſer hath al- 
lotted. This only is incumbent on you, that you fill up 
your Places, and ſee that Chrilt wants no Service he calls 
you to, and qualifies. you for. 

It's not without his Counſel that you are at this Seaſon 
inthe Magiſtracy ; this he appointed you to, and hath ſome 
deſign to {cons by you: And tho it now appears not what 
may be the Influence, or Event of this Surprize, leave that 
to him, whoſe Counſels are a great depth, and doth nothing 
in vain; yea hath ordinarily ſome great things to do by 
ſuch, whom he ſignally calls tro an opportunity of Service. 
You ought therefore to do what good your Hand finds to 


, do from day to day, and thar with all your might. Reſign 


-up your ſelves to his Conduct, and be faithful in preſent 
Truſt, within the bounds of your Places. Keep innocent in 
all your VVays ; ſuppreſs all Sin,and advance Righteouſneſs]. 
VVhile 


Whiles you are thus Exerciſed, you may expe& the Preſchos 


| Service, who hope to be ever with him ? Will you not in 


.- that Enquiry. Examin your Duty as under the Eye of Chriſt, 
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of God with you,and have a conſiderable Influence in what» 
ever work Chriſt hath now in hand. Others may lirtle 
eſteem any Uſefulneſs of this Kind ; but what to a diſcern- 
ing Chriſtian can be more pleaſing, than contributing any 
thing to Chriſts Intereſts ? What canbe more honourable 
than to be one of them whom! Chriſt deſigns in that ac- | 
count 2 They that are with him are called, and choſen, and Rev, 11, 14. 

faithful. 


2. The Kingdom of Glory is reſerved, and will be cer- 
tainly beſtowed on all ſach as are Loyal to Chriſt in all their . 
preſent Truſt. They that follow the Lord, ſhall Reign = Tim. 4... 
with him. Will you repent preſent Hardſhips when you 
ſtand about the Throne ? Can you grudge him a few days 


thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures, even relent that your Service 
was no greater? You will wiſh, Oh that I had exceeded 
the urmoſt, which I did beſt perform ! That I had been 
entruſted with Opportunities tor more difficult work ! It's 
no ſuch wonder the damned ſhould have lived to them- 
ſelves, and guide their Courſe by ſecular Intereſts. But that 
the Zcirs of Glory ſhould be afraid, or aſhamed of their Fi- 
delity to Chriſt, would be ſtrange. 


Muſt not theſe things reallized by Faith, endue you 
with new Vigor. Oh! therefore gird up the Loins of your 
Minds ; be prepared to endure Reproach, and any Evil that 
may attend you. Be fortified againſt all Atlurenents ; 
be not of them that are corrupt with Flatterys, which ſome- "0 
times are more enſnaring than Frowns. Whatever others Dan- 11. 3. @.., 
chooſe, ſee that in all your perplexing Doubts you be moſt : : 
follicitous, What now would Chriſt have meto do 2 And let 
your Neterminations be fixed, by the Light you gain thro 


ang. 


HE 
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or: Miſery d« on his Favor, or- his 'Frowns ;- th 
: he will deal with you according tc to your Fairhfulneſs to, 
him. He. will not put you off with vain Hopes, or an. 
ginary Kingdom ; if his Grace rule in you, and you ex- 


{ itin' r Station, by a Carri e becomi the Livit 
jets of this Kingdom of rig bo P 
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